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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Point of Honor is an irregular shaped two-story Federal mansion of stuccoed
brick. The facade is composed of a three-bay center section flanked by

two octagonal ended projections. Between the projections is a one-story
Italianate porch which is probably a rebuilding of the original. The
original porch is thought to have been a two-level porch. The original
stone steps with their wrought iron railings survive in place. The building
is covered by a shallow hipped roof surrounded at its base by a thin
bracketed cornice in the manner of Benjamin lLatrobe.

The rear elevation of the house was T-shaped although one-story additions
have altered its appearance. The office wing at the northwest corner
probably dates from Doctor George Cabell's occupancy of the house.

The interior of Point of Homor contains notable Federal woodwork in the
reception rooms. The door surround and mantel in the drawing room both
employ pineapple and tassel-and-swag motifs and are especially fine in
quality. Most of the origimal trim survives throughout the house although
the cornices in both the drawing room and dining room have disappeared.

The house is believed to have had elaborate and extensive gardens, but
little trace of them remains. The lands around Point of Honor were heavily
developed in the late-nineteenth century, but fortunately the house retains
an informal park above it with commanding views of the city and the James
River,
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Point of Honor

8., Statement of Significance:

Point of Honor in Lynchburg, Virginia is a two story,
T-shaped brick house with projecting octagonal bays on
either side of the entrance porch on the principal elevation.
Current research suggests that the house was built ca. 1815
for Dr. George Cabell. The house is similar to a group of
octagonal-bay houses built in Richmond during the same period.
The Hancock~Caskie House at 2 north 5th Street is the only
surviving Richmond example., It is also a more elaborate house,
i than Point of Honor and in a much better state of preservation.
' However, neither house can be said to possess more than regional
significance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGMIFICANCE

The land on which Point of Honor is located was first owned by the Lynch
family, whose ferry about a half mile down the James River became the
nucleus around which the city of Lynchburg developed. In 1805 part of
the property, including "the High Grounds, the Low Grounds, and the
Islands lying on the James River,' were purchased by the noted physician
Doctor George Cabell (1766-1823). Doctor Cabell's most famous patient
was Patrick Henry, whose son married Cabell's daughter.

Construction of Point of Honor was begun almost immediately after Doctor
Cabell acquired the land, and the house was ready for occupancy in 1806.
Originally known as the "mansion house," the structure acquired its
present name in 1812 after a bloodless duel which took place nearby.
After Cabell's death in 1823, the house was leased for several years to
Colonel Maurice Langhorne who shared the residence with his brother Henry,
great-grandfather of Lady Astor and Mrs. Charles Dana Gibson. Through
marriage, ownership of Point of Honor passed to the Daniel family, and
for a number of years it served as the home of the prominent Judge
William Daniel, Jr., father of United States Senator John Warwick Daniel,
"the Lame Lion of Lynchburg.' 1In 1862 it was acquired by Colonel Robert
L, Owen, President of the Virginia and Tennessee Railroad. Colonel Owen's
wife Narcissa was the daughter of Thomas Chisholm, the last hereditary
war chief of the Western Cherokees. Their younfer son became one of the
first two senators of the new state of Oklahoma 'in 1907. In recent years
the house has been owned by the city and has been maintained under the
auspices of the city's Parks and Recreational Department.

In addition to its associations with several prominent Lynchburg families,
Point of Honor survives as a distinctive and uncommonly sophisticated
example of early-nineteenth century domestic architecture. Regrettably
the architect-builder is unknown; however, the design displays a more

than coincidental relationship to several townhouses in Richmond, which

in turn are closely related to known designs by Benjamin Henry Latrobe.

It is appropriate that Point of Honor, one of the city's oldest and
certainly finest houses, is currently being restored to serve as a museum
for the city of Lynchburg.
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